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EASTER AWAKENING MARCH –
‘Bigger, Better Than Ever’

Sydneyʼs EASTER AWAKENING MARCH on
Good Friday gets under way from Hyde Park.
(Ramon Williams, Worldwide Photos)

Fresh Hope, New Dawn At Wesley Mission’s
Easter Sunday Service
‘THE resurrection on Easter Sunday is a new dawn for all people oﬀering fresh hope and opportunities.’ That was
the message from the Rev Dr Keith Garner CEO of Wesley Mission during Wesley Mission’s Easter Sunrise Service
at the Sydney Opera House on Easter Sunday.
‘The message of Easter is one of amazement and surprise,’ Dr Garner said. ‘It is also a message of discovery and
disclosure. It was women who discovered the empty tomb. They were the witnesses. Little did they know that
their discovery was not the end of the story.’
Hundreds joined singer Daniel Kay, accompanying singers and the Wesley Impact! TV band as Easter hymns
resonated through the Sydney Opera House and across Sydney Harbour.
‘We meet today because we know Jesus has risen,’ Dr Garner said. ‘Jesus is more than just remembered, He is
with us. From this moment we can live life from the morning sun. In the many challenges we have in our lives,
Jesus brings a new dawn, new opportunities.’
The worship service, now in its 51st year, heard from Wesley Mission worker, Yvette McClorghy, who spoke
about the transformation of her life after becoming a Christian, including her work with children and young peo
ple at Wesley Mission’s Operation Hope camps at Vision Valley.
The crowd also heard of the support Wesley Mission is giving Elisha, a young woman who was unwanted by her
mother and then survived on the streets by sleeping rough in bus shelters. With counselling and support from
Wesley Mission, Elisha is dealing with her feelings of rejection and drug abuse. ‘I feel happier. I feel that I’ve
achieved something,’ she said.

WITH CHRIST ...
VOL: 74 NUMBER 16
ISSN: 1033-7903
ISSUE DATE:
15 April 2012
FOUNDER:
Eric J. Daley (1910-1992)
EDITOR:
Rev Bob Thomas
EMAIL:
editor@nlife.com.au
PHONE:
0417 592 646
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mignon Goswell
EMAIL:
office@nlife.com.au
PHONE:
0434 313 646
POSTAL ADDRESS:
PO Box 457,
Mitcham VIC 3132
WEB-SITE:
www.nlife.com.au
SUBSCRIPTION:
Free On Request
ACCEPTANCE OF
ADVERTISING
DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT
PUBLISHED BY:
New Life Australia Ltd
ABN 15 005 035 138.

How Can YOU
Help New Life?
t Keep us in your
prayers.
t Recommend us
to others.
t Forward New Life
to your friends.
t Advertise with us.
t Send in your news
and pix.
t Make a donation
as you feel led.
t Check out our web
site.

Rev Dr Cliﬀord Allan Wilson
10 May 1923 – 4 April 2012
NEW Life Associate Editor DR CLIFFORD WILSON
was called Home on Wednesday night 4 April 2012.
AT a Thanksgiving Service in Canterbury Gardens Community Church his
family paid ﬁne tribute to him, reminding us that Cliﬀ Wilson was a remark
able man in so many ways. His life was ﬁlled with busyness and commit
ment, laughter and love as he loved and served God all his life.
Among his many involvements and achievements were the following:
Missionary to India; ﬁrst Regional Director of Emmaus Bible Correspon
dence School; Pastoral Service in Australia and the USA; Lecturer at Em
maus Bible College, Melbourne Bible Institute, New Zealand Bible School,
Columbia Bible College, Paciﬁc College of Graduate Studies, Toorak Teach
ers’ College, Monash University; academic degrees in History, Education,
Theology, Divinity and PsychoLinguistics; Founder of Word of Truth Min
istries; Radio Broadcaster (especially through HCJB) in Australia, the USA
and throughout the world; Founding President of Paciﬁc College of Gradu
ate Studies and Paciﬁc International University; Director of Australian Insti
tute of Archeology; Author of more than 50 published books; Associate
Editor of New Life Christian Newspaper.
Cliﬀ Wilson served beside all of us who sat in the big chair at New Life,
from Founding Editor Eric Daley to myself, and at times was Acting Editor.
His contribution to the ministry of New Life was wholehearted, constant
and invaluable. He could always be relied on to provide background or give
an assessment of any particular piece submitted for publication, often
ﬂeshing out the material and ‘joining the dots’ between a number of items.
Cliﬀ was the perfect example of a Christian who was ‘always ready to give
an answer for the hope that is in (him)’ (1 Peter 3.15). He was obedient to
Paul’s command in 1 Corinthians 15.58, ‘Therefore stand ﬁrm, let nothing
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because
you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.’
In my eyes Cliﬀord Wilson ranks among the great apologists and defend
ers of the Faith, and I believe that only in Eternity will we ﬁnd out the full
extent of the eﬀectiveness of Cliﬀ’s compendious knowledge of all things
Biblical, his strong defence of the Faith, his voluminous writing and broad
casting ministries.
In recent years he struggled against the eﬀects of a massive stroke, the
decline of his once acute mental powers and the loss of his beloved
Barbara. He has entered into the joy of his Lord.
– Bob Thomas
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MATTERS FOR PRAYER ...

MALI: Christians Flee Imposition Of Sharia
HAVING seized the capitals of the three main north
ern provinces in three days – Kidal, on 30 March, Gao
on 31 March and Timbuktu on 1 April – the National
Movement for the Liberation of the Azawad declared
it had achieved its military goal. (NMLA is the ethnic
Tuareg rebel group that has seized control of north
ern Mali.) Consequently, on Thursday 5 April the
NMLA announced a ceaseﬁre. Whilst the NMLA has
been ﬁghting for political ends – speciﬁcally for au
tonomy in their homeland – they have been aided by
Islamic jihadists who have been ﬁghting for religious
ends, speciﬁcally an Islamic state where Sharia (Is
lamic) Law is enforced.
No sooner had the NMLA achieved its goal than
the jihadists of Ansar Dine hoisted the black ﬂag of
alQaeda and announced the imposition of Sharia.
Some 100 Nigerian Boko Haram militants who as
sisted in the capture of Gao have also established a
presence there. Sources advise there are four distinct
ﬂags ﬂying in Goa: the NMLA, Boko Haram, Ansar
Dine and AlQaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. However,
it is the jihadists who are calling the shots, not the
professedly secular NMLA.
The Tuareg rebellion has left northern Mali devas
tated. There have been reports of pack rapes as well
as massive destruction and looting. The UN's oﬃce
of humanitarian aﬀairs reports: 'Malians in the north
ern towns of Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu are hiding in
their homes in fear following the weekend takeover
by rebel groups, during which hospitals, health clin
ics, government buildings, and most NGO and UN of
ﬁces and warehouses were looted, and in some cases
destroyed, leaving the bulk of humanitarian opera
tions suspended.' (IRIN, 3 April.) Head of the Malian
oﬃce of Norwegian Church Aid, Julia McDade, told
IRIN: 'Everyone [in Gao] is in hiding, everyone's vehi
cles have been stolen ... every single oﬃce has been
ransacked.' Caritas Mali reported that its local oﬃce
in Gao was destroyed along with the local church
which served Gao's 200strong Catholic community.
Reportedly, Ansar Dine has distributed leaﬂets con

taining a contact number saying that anyone who
feels threatened or endangered should call Ansar
Dine for assistance. One resident reports being on a
busload of families ﬂeeing Gao that was ambushed
by Tuareg militants who were robbing everyone. Peo
ple called the Ansar Dine 'hotline' and jihadists were
quickly on the scene. The passengers then watched
in horror as the jihadists slit the throat of one of the
Tuareg militants to cries of 'Allahu Akbar'.
The shocking violence and destruction, but espe
cially the Islamist threat, has forced virtually the en
tire Christian population of northern Mali to ﬂee for
their lives. The Guardian received an unconﬁrmed re
port that the Christian prefect of the town of Bourem
had been executed along with his whole family. More
than 90% of Timbuktu's approximately 300 Christians
have ﬂed according to Baptist Pastor Nock Ag Info
Yattara, whose congregation has worshipped in Tim
buktu since the 1950s. He added that not one of its
205 people is left. In Timbuktu, Ansar Dine is control
ling the city and its military base, while the NMLA is
camped out at the airport. 'What I deplore,' laments
Ousmane Halle, the mayor of Timbuktu, 'is the de
parture of the Christian community ... I cannot guar
antee their safety. And these are people that have
lived side by side with us for centuries.'
Please Pray Speciﬁcally That God Will
• Guarantee the safety of His displaced and threat
ened people and supply all their needs: spiritual,
emotional and physical (food, medical supplies and
refuge.)
• ‘Frustrate' (NIV) the way of the wicked (Psalm
146.9c) so that northern Mali will not become an Is
lamic state and alQaeda sanctuary; may He inter
vene to restore democracy and liberty to northern
Mali so that the light of Christ might shine there
openly.
• Redeem the present suﬀerings for His own ends,
that falsehood might be exposed and rejected, truth
illuminated and lifted up and doors long closed be
opened for Gospel ministry.
– Elizabeth Kendal

DONATIONS KEEP US GOING!

VISITING MELBOURNE?

YOU can help by donating
through the website
www.nlife.com.au
or sending a cheque to:
New Life, PO Box 457, Mitcham 3132

Join us at
St Kilda Presbyterian Church,
Cnr Alma Rd/Barkly St
Every Sunday 11am and 7pm;
St Margaretʼs, Balaclava, cnr Hotham St/Denman Rd
Every Sunday, 9.30am.
Rev Bob Thomas. Phone: 0417 592 646
Youʼre welcome at ʻThe Faith Factoryʼ – a Friendly,
Caring, Bible-Believing Christian Fellowship
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TO THE HEIGHTS ... AT BELGRAVE ...

‘For Such A Time As This – ‘Mrs D.P.’ Camps With The Family Of God ...
CHRISTIANS of every denomination, from country
and city, gathered to listen to God’s Word, sing His
praises and rejoice in the fellowship of believers at
the 61st Belgrave Heights Easter Convention. The
camp sites were full, with 150 caravans and 60 tent
sites. A number of grandparents were returning
with children and grandchildren. The new recre
ation hall was used for the ﬁrst time where 100 plus
teenagers, led by six OAC workers, studied the
book of Esther. 150 primary aged children heard
God’s Word and enjoyed each other’s company in
the small hall with 16 OAC helpers. Each day the
crèche cared for about 35 toddlers. And this year
there were many babies in prams, all of which is an
encouraging sign for the future.
For many, the ﬁrst meeting was an introduction
to Rev Tim Meyers, newly appointed Principal of
Melbourne School of Theology. Linking with the
overall theme For Such A Time As This, Tim centred
our thoughts on speciﬁc times in our lives … times
of hunger, brokenness, change, fear, opposition and
thirst … all drawn from the Gospel Of John and
linked with many Old Testament stories.
Living Bread In Times Of Hunger (John 6.135)
Jesus said, ‘I AM the Bread of life’. He is the Logos –
the spoken, living, appropriated, inﬁlling, nourish
ing, refreshing, written Word of God. This is the
message of Easter.
Divine Presence In Times Of Brokenness
(John 17.2226; Hebrews 3.16)
Remember Jesus’ words, ‘I in them and You in Me.’
The call of God is the pursuit of Christian living. It is
who we are; not what we do. We are the House of
God. This theme was traced through Genesis in
Jacob’s dream, Exodus in the wilderness wander
ings, in the days of the kings and the prophets and
ﬁnally linked to Jesus (John 1.51). We are God’s
House. His Spirit lives in us. We have His peace be
cause He lives within; the hope of Glory; the meet
ing point of Heaven and Earth.
Reassurance In Times Of Change
(John 1; Hebrews 1.813)
In an ever changing world, Jesus is the same yester
day, today and forever. We are reassured by His
eternal preexistence and His unchanging nature.
The Hebrews were tempted to return to the old sac
riﬁcial system. But it is useless to look back to the
past. God is the only one who never changes.
Malachi 3.6, so His promises never change. We have
a perpetual High Priest, Friend and Advocate. The

cross is the unifying dynamic between past, present
and future. We are reconciled with God. Jesus is the
residual constant in our lives.
Conﬁdence In Times Of Fear
(John 11.25,26,42; 2 Corinthians 5)
A confused and griefstricken motley group of men
and women were transformed by the Resurrection,
as was Paul by a personal confrontation with the
living Lord. We need to live in the fear of the Lord.
Our whole lives must be Christcentred; doing only
what is motivated by the love of God. We have con
ﬁdence in the cross of Christ; in the love of Christ,
in the renewal of Christ and in the commission of
Christ. He has given us the message of reconcilia
tion. We are His ambassadors. God uses us to show
people His way because the love of Christ (His love
for us) controls and constrains us .He is alive! Why
should we fear?
Wisdom In Times Of Oppression
(John 17; 1 Corinthians 1)
We need to feed daily on the Bread of Life. Don’t
store up yesterday’s bread, or love the world more
than Jesus. Do not rely on your personality or per
formance in the ministry. Paul said it is the power of
the Cross; the Gospel displayed in my ordinariness
that achieves His purposes. The paradox of the
cross is that it is foolishness to those who are per
ishing ,yet the power of God to those being saved.
The Cross was a symbol of death. So we must be
willing to die to our own desires and ambitions. His
wisdom is displayed in our weakness. His life in me
can overcome all oppression.
Living Water In Times Of Thirst (John 7.139)
To a man dying of thirst, water is a life saver. Water
is lifegiving in a desert land. So God’s Word is the
water of life to a thirsty soul. The Feast of Tabernac
les was the most popular and wellattended festival
in the Jewish calendar. It was to remind them of the
protection, provision and salvation God gave to His
people throughout their desert wanderings, and
down through history. The Feast lasted seven days.
Each day the High Priest poured out a cup of water,
which was central to the festival. On the seventh
day this was repeated seven times. That is when
Jesus declared that He is the Living Water. He was
saying ‘I am the Messiah you have been waiting for,
the festival is fulﬁlled. Come to Me to be redeemed,
renewed, restored and refreshed.’ From the rock in
Exodus came the Rock of Ages. The Spiritﬁlled life
is the life through which living water ﬂows. (To p.5)
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TO THE HEIGHTS ... AT BELGRAVE (2) ...

Ian Coffey Unpacks The Book Of Esther – Mrs D.P. Reports ...
REV Ian Coﬀey, and Ruth, were speakers for the
fourth time at Belgrave Heights Convention. Ian
was a child of the manse, growing into faith in
Christ. Aged 19 he went to a camp with the thought
that his life had to be ‘all or nothing’. He responded
to God’s call and has been in Christian ministry for
40 years, and married for 38 years. Ian and Ruth
have four sons and three granddaughters. He is
Vice Principal of Moorelands College, Dorset, and
Director of Leadership Training.
Ian opened the convention on Good Friday with a
powerful exposition of 1 Peter 2.24 on The Wonder
Of The Cross. In the Cross we ﬁnd everything we
need: the person on the Cross; the penalty at the
Cross; the purpose of the Cross; the power through
the Cross. In his other talks, Ian unfolded the amaz
ing and challenging Book of Esther, which inspired
the title of the Easter Convention (Esther 4.14.)
God Moves In A Mysterious Way (Esther 1,2)
The Festival of Purim has its roots in this book. It is
a funﬁlled, exciting and noisy time for the Jews.
The hero is cheered, the villain is booed, as we read
Esther. God is not named in Esther, but throughout
we see His providence at work, and the obedience
of His people to their God. The Lord is still at work
today just as He was in the ancient Persian city of
Susa, Xerxes’ summer residence. Xerxes ruled most
of the known world, and his plan was to conquer
Greece. When Queen Vashti refused to appear at
court, she was vanquished. The council feared a
similar rebellion by all wives. Warnings were noted
here against pride, materialism, overindulgence,
carelessness, bad advice and overreactions. Xerxes
is defeated in his Greek campaigns and returns very
disgruntled. His wise men organize a pageant to
discover the most beautiful girl. Esther, the cousin
of Mordecai the Jew, was selected from many to
become the new queen. He advised her not to re
veal her Jewish identity. At times discretion is the
better part of valour. God was in the shadows, di
recting the heart of this pagan king. He is still work
ing out His purposes today.
Right Place, Right Time (Esther 3,4)
Jews erupt into boos, yells, footstamping and
whistling when Haman’s name is read. He is men
tioned 53 times. The king had elevated him to a po
sition of power. But he was an embittered man
because Mordecai the Jew would not bow in hom
age to him. He was enveloped with hatred against
the whole Jewish race, and persuaded Xerxes to

sign an edict of annihilation of the Jews. Ethnic
cleansings, or pogroms, have been conducted by
murderous regimes down through the ages. It is
only the Cross that can deal with such atrocities. Es
ther asked that the Jews fast for three days, which
is always connected with prayer, until she was sure
of God’s leading. She was oﬀering up her own life,
as death was the result for anyone entering the
King’s presence uninvited. How wonderful to have a
Saviour to whom we can come at any time with any
request.
A Man Obsessed (Esther 5)
Esther shows humility, courage and faith. Haman
displays pride, hatred and selfinterest. We need to
take a step into the unknown as Jesus guides. Es
ther obeyed her God and her cousin, Mordecai.
Xerxes extended his golden scepter to his queen, so
she was able to make her request for the king and
Haman to join her for a meal. This banquet had
been prepared beforehand, showing Esther’s faith
in God and the people’s prayers. But Haman, al
though pleased to be included ,was obsessed with
Mordecai’s lack of respect.
Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out (Esther 6,7)
Haman was an Agagite, a descendent of King Agag
of the Amalekites, who hated the Jews with a pas
sion fueled by Satan. In today’s world of hatred and
division it is Jesus who has broken down the barriers
and commanded His disciples to forgive and love.
God is at work behind the scenes.
Come On And Celebrate (Esther 8,9,10)
There is a theme of reversal in Esther. So many
things are turned around. Yet God’s people were
still condemned because the Laws of the Medes
and Persians cannot be reversed. Haman’s estate
was given to Esther, who in turn entrusted it to
Mordecai. This is a reminder that nothing goes un
recognized and unrewarded in God’s eyes. Esther
pleads with the King who allows Mordecai to send a
second decree permitting the Jews to defend them
selves. So the Good News was spread throughout
the empire – and many Persians became Jews! God
has worked in extraordinary ways throughout his
tory and He is still working. We are God’s special
people sent to deliver the Good News. We should
recognise the good things God has done in our
church and our lives, and celebrate these mile
stones. God still seeks people who understand that
who they are, what they are, where they are, are
allimportant ‘for such a time as this.’
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HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE ...

Chuck Colson Making 'Slow But Encouraging Steps To Recovery'
CHUCK Colson, founder of Prison Fellowship and
the Colson Centre for Christian Worldview, contin
ues to take ‘slow but encouraging steps toward re
covery’ following surgery on Saturday 31 March.
The medical procedure was performed to remove a
pool of clotted blood on the surface of Chuck's
brain, which was discovered when he fell ill during a
speaking engagement.
According to the Prison Fellowship website
www.prisonfellowship.org , over Easter weekend,
Colson hit some ‘important milestones.’ He was
awake for several hours on Holy Saturday, and he
was taken oﬀ the ventilator. He was also able to
speak for brief periods. Showing his characteristic
grace, he said, ‘Thank you very much,’ to a nurse,
even though she had to perform an uncomfortable
procedure, and he also gave an aﬀectionate greet
ing to Patty, his wife of more than four decades.
Chuck remains listed in critical condition, and as ex
pected, his improvements proceed at a slow pace,
but his medical team reports that his vital signs are
excellent.
Prison Fellowship CEO Jim Liske has reminded all
those concerned for Chuck and his family that ‘in
situations like this, bad things happen fast and
Sermon Outlines In Relation To Atheism
DR John McClean from Presbyterian Theological
Centre, Sydney and Dr Michael Jensen from Moore
Theological College have kindly put together the
resources for a series of four sermons/Bible talks in
relation to issues raised by atheism. Each topic lists
the appropriate Biblical texts, sets out the rationale
for the particular sermon, provides notes, sermon
outline, suitable quotes and suggested further
reading.
The four topics covered are: Doubting And Believ
ing; Atheism And The Real (Inconvenient) God; Suﬀer
ing And God; Can You Be Good Without God?
They are posted on the New Life website. Go to:
www.nlife.com.au hit FREE DOWNLOADS and se
lect Preaching On Atheism.pdf
Sydney Prayer Breakfast
THE Sydney Prayer Breakfast will be held on Friday
1 June at the Dockside Convention Centre at Cockle
Bay Wharf, Sydney. About 200 tickets are left for
the 2012 Breakfast at $600 for a table of 12 and $55
for single tickets. The breakfast will feature leading
economist Professor Ian Harper as speaker and Dar
lene Zschech, one of Australia's best known Chris
tian musicians. Most important will be united

good things happen slowly,’
and encouraged them to re
main diligent in prayer over
the weeks to come.
This was the ﬁrst time in 34
years that Colson did not spend Resurrection Sun
day in prison, sharing about the risen Christ with in
mates. In spite of his absence, PF staﬀ and
volunteers followed resolutely in his footsteps, cel
ebrating Easter with two days of inprison out
reaches in New York and California under the
leadership of Jim Liske and Prison Fellowship Presi
dent Garland Hunt. Approximately 100 inmates re
sponded to the Gospel presentations by indicating
their desire to give their lives to Christ. Nine more
were baptized.
Dozens of inmates at Sing Sing Correctional Fa
cility, a maximum security prison in the town of Os
sining, New York, are planning to send ‘get well’
cards to Chuck. If you would also like to pass along
your prayers and messages of encouragement to
the entire Colson family, you are invited you to post
a comment on the Prison Fellowship Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/PFMinistries
– Dan Wooding, Founder, ASSIST Ministries
prayer for the City of Sydney. From 6.30am coﬀee,
tea, juice, muﬃns and pastries will be available,
with a hot breakfast served once the program has
commenced.
Contact: Sydney Prayer Breakfast Ltd,
Phone: 02 9232 8700
Email: info@sydneyprayerbreakfast.com.au
A MuslimChristian Dialogue With A Diﬀerence
TOPIC: Spiritual Role Models To Live By In The 21st
Century: Experiences and Insights from a Christian
and a Muslim. Speakers: Greg ‘Raﬁq’ Clarkson (Mus
lim) and Dr Bernie Power (Christian) on Friday 20
April at 7.30 pm in Melbourne City Conference Cen
tre, 333 Swanston St, Melbourne (cnr Little Lons
dale St).Cost: $2 entry. Enquiries: 0449 768 932.

GO TO: reasonforfaith.org.au
for details of events associated with the
Reason For Faith Festival organised by
City Bible Forum, Melbourne, in the wake
of the Atheists Convention.
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VIEWPOINT ...

Where Atheism Falls Over ...
THE participants of the Global Atheist’s Convention
will be spouting long and hard that their view of
how everything came about is science and the Gen
esis account of creation is religion. However, both
views are religious and the broad theory of evolu
tion is not supported by real (that is experimental)
science. In fact science consigns it to the waste
paper basket. Let me explain:
Three Main Hypotheses On Which
They Place Their Faith:
1. In the beginning there was nothing; not a mole
cule, not an atom, not even light. It went ‘BANG!’
and from that explosion came everything; all mat
ter and energy all the laws of science that are pres
ent today. They are forced into this position
because if it was something that exploded, then the
logical question would be: Who created what ex
ploded?
There are many problems with this idea, the ﬁrst
being, it is illogical because we know that nothing
remains as nothing—it can’t do anything, least of all
create everything. The second is that it is not sup
ported by the Cosmological Argument which basi
cally states that for every eﬀect there must have
been a cause—if there is an explosion, then some
thing must have caused it. The First Law of Thermo
dynamics is another problem because it states that
the total energy plus matter in a closed system
must remain constant. So to go from no
energy/matter to all of the energy/matter that
there is, is a violation. Also there is a violation of the
Second Law of Thermodynamics which in eﬀect
states that entropy will increase for a closed sys
tem. That is, it will go from order to less order. So
the idea of chaos (an explosion) going to cosmos is
a violation.
2. They then propose that a group of molecules,
which came from nothing, joined together and
formed themselves into living, replicating cells of
incomprehensible complexity. This is known as

Chemical Evolution and deﬁes all known laws of
chemical combination. I know as someone holding
a PhD in synthetic organic chemistry how diﬃcult it
is to get a chemical reaction to proceed to the de
sired result; if everything is not exactly right the re
sult is a tarry mess. Molecules simply do not lie
around waiting for other molecules to come along
and join to them—they breakdown to smaller mole
cules.
3. Darwin’s theory is that all life came from living
single cell species. He seemingly did not worry
about where the living cells came from, and diver
sity came about by a process of natural selection
and later, people added mutations as a cause of di
versity.
However, both processes can be shown to reduce
functional genetic information, while evolution re
quires a huge increase. For example, a single cell
bacterium has about 500,000 nucleotides joined to
gether to form its DNA, whereas humans have in
excess of 3 billion. It is the order of the nucleotides
in the DNA (there are four types) which provide the
information for the species to construct itself. Athe
ists, evolutionists and fellow travellers are unable to
propose viable mechanisms for this enormous in
crease.
I give many more examples of the impossibility
of life coming from nonlife in my book, A Defence
Of The Bible. However I will leave the last word on
the subject to George Wald, a 1967 Nobel Prize win
ner and an evolutionist who states:
‘When it comes to the origin of life there are only
two possibilities–creation or spontaneous genera
tion. There is no third way. Spontaneous generation
was disproved 100 years ago, but that leads us to
only one other conclusion, that of supernatural cre
ation. We cannot accept that on philosophical
grounds; therefore, we choose to believe the im
possible: that life arose spontaneously by chance!
– Gary J Baxter
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FROM ALL QUARTERS ...

John Edmondstone Retires From Radio
RADIO 2CH in Sydney has announced the retire
ment of leading Baptist minister Rev John Edmond
stone after a broadcasting career lasting 40 years.
During that time John has been the key ﬁgure in the
radio ministry of the NSW Council of Churches
through 2CH.
The original licence for 2CH was issued to the
NSW Council of Churches 80 years ago. For many
years 2CH was operated on behalf of the Council by
AWA, then by a separate company, Broadcasting
Station 2CH Pty Ltd. 2CH is now owned and oper
ated by the Macquarie Radio Network. The licence
was handed over to the operating company with an
agreement allowing the Council to continue with its
Christian programs.
John Edmondstone served as chairman of the
Council’s broadcasting committee, and for many
years was the 2CH Religious Program Director.
John’s voice became well known and well loved by
2CH listeners as the host of his daily one minute

spot Have A Good Day and the Sun
day night program Night Song.
In announcing John Edmond
stone’s retirement the Program
Manager of 2CH, Ian Holland, said,
‘John has worked with many Gen
eral Managers and CEOs represent
ing AWA, John Singleton and Macquarie Radio. He
has worked with countless 2CH Program Directors.
He has seen the station go from last in the market
to, for a number of years, Sydney’s top rated sta
tion and everywhere in between. Through all this,
John has been passionate about 2CH and given the
station and the management team complete and
absolute support. John has made a signiﬁcant and
extremely positive contribution to the success of
2CH over a great many years.’ Ian wished John
good health and happiness in his retirement.
– Kel Richards
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You Can Advertise Here

WESTERN AUSTRALIA?
Come to Scots Church
Fremantle,
90 South Terrace

Contact Mignon:

(next to Fremantle Markets)
Reformed and Evangelical
10am and 5pm Sundays
12:30 pm Wednesday Lunch Time Worship
Also at Southern River,
Bletchley Park Primary School, Balfour Road
9 am Sunday
Rev Stuart Bonnington
08 9398 1304
melbonn@bigpond.com

CHRISTIAN FAMILY
BIBLE STUDIES
Go to: www.biblestories.stellaris.com.au
for Family/Children articles by Gwenda Steward
(formerly New Life Women's Page contributor)
and Bible Studies by Dr Harrold Steward
(family medicine).
MP3 STUDIES – CPA, Medico's, Engineer,
Educationalist.
'His Name is Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’
Kindly notify friends/church of web site.

EMAIL: office@nlife.com.au PHONE: 0434 313 646

‘In The Steps Of The Apostle Paul And Jesus’
Discover The Bible Lands Of Turkey, Greece And Israel
9-29 October 2012
Experience Biblical places such as the Seven Churches, Istanbul
(Constantinople), Athens, Corinth, Jerusalem, Dead Sea,
Bethlehem, Bethany, Galilee, Tiberius,
and transform your understanding of the Scriptures.
Cost: $4470.00 plus airfare (approx. $2200.00)
(includes 4 star accommodation twin share;
entrance fees where required and tips;
transportation by air-conditioned bus; most meals.)
Further information and bookings by 30 August 2012 to:
George Fattal, Phone: (02) 9126 9444 or
Email: george@jetsetparramatta.com.au
Brochure available from MECO Australia (03) 9898 0077
Tour led by Rev Richard Coombs,
Baptist pastor, currently
Australian Director of MECO Australia
(Middle East Christian Outreach).
Richard has travelled extensively in the Middle East for the past
21 years and is an adjunct lecturer in Early Church History
at Melbourne School of Theology
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CHURCH AND NATION ...

ACT Slavery Conviction Highlights Broader Problems With Prostitution Industry
THE Australian Christian Lobby says the conviction
of a woman in the ACT for slavery shows broader
problems with the prostitution industry. Managing
Director Jim Wallace welcomed the force of law
that convicted the woman who required her victim
to work oﬀ a $43,000 ‘debt’ over an 11month pe
riod by becoming a prostituted woman.
‘This sad story shows that even here in Australia
human traﬃcking is alive and active, and also that
there is a link between prostitution and human traf
ﬁcking,’ Mr Wallace said. ‘What is also concerning
about this story is that the court heard that during a
three and a half month period the victim serviced
720 men. So why don’t we hold these men also ac
countable for contributing to the victim’s slavery?
‘Could the men who purchased sex honestly say
they did not suspect the woman’s situation? Why
aren’t these men culpable for their actions? This is

why we need a diﬀerent approach to prostitution
policy to eliminate potential for human traﬃcking
and exploitation of women. If men were penalised
for purchasing sex – a model that is currently used
in Sweden, Norway, Iceland and South Korea – the
demand for traﬃcked and prostituted women
would diminish as it has in Sweden,’ Mr Wallace
said. In the same way that the law didn’t excuse for
mer Tasmanian MP Terry Martin’s actions for having
underage sex with a 12yearold girl – so the law
should also hold men accountable for exploiting
women.
‘The ACT Government was far too hasty in its dis
missal of the successful Swedish policy model. If it
was serious about addressing sex slavery it would
investigate this further and look to the lead of other
countries which are pursuing this,’ Mr Wallace said.

Former Atheist Becomes ‘Regular Worshipper’
After Researching Scientific Proof Of Healing Prayer
‘THE proof of the power of prayer is overwhelming.
What I discovered astonished me. Over the past 30
years a growing, and largely unnoticed, body of sci
entiﬁc work shows religious belief is medically, so
cially, and psychologically beneﬁcial. Atheists can
sneer at faith all they like, but they can't assume
science is on their side.’ – Tom Knox
Newsmax reports that an ‘exhaustive analysis of
more than 1,500 reputable medical studies’ sup
ports Dr Harold G. Koenig's belief that people who
are ‘more religious and pray more have better men
tal and physical health.’
Koenig, director of Duke University's Centre for
Spirituality, Theology and Health, was quoted as
saying a study last year showed prayer had a re
markable eﬀect on patients with hearing and visual
deﬁciencies.
Said Koenig: ‘The beneﬁts of devout religious
practice, particularly involvement in a faith commu

nity and religious commitment, are that people
cope better. In general, they cope with stress bet
ter, they experience greater wellbeing because
they have more hope, they're more optimistic, they
experience less depression, less anxiety, and they
commit suicide less often. They have stronger im
mune systems, lower blood pressure, and probably
better cardiovascular functioning.’
Researcher Tom Knox, a onetime atheist who
became a ‘regular worshipper’ after doing indepth
study of the medical beneﬁts of faith, notes: ‘The
proof of the power of prayer is overwhelming. What
I discovered astonished me. Over the past 30 years
a growing, and largely unnoticed, body of scientiﬁc
work shows religious belief is medically, socially,
and psychologically beneﬁcial.’
Concludes Knox: ‘Atheists can sneer at faith all
they like, but they can't assume science is on their
side.’ –Teresa Neumann, Breaking Christian News

‘Beginnings’ – A Commentary And 24 Studies
On Genesis 111
Written by Greg Goswell, Old Testament Lecturer,
Presbyterian Theological College, Melbourne
$19.50 + $3.50 postage
Available from: PTC Media on 0400 880 515
684 Elgar Rd Box Hill North Vic 3129
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HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE ...

Give Poverty the Flush Campaign Launched
MICAH Challenge’s Give Poverty the Flush cam
paign seeks to focus greater public and political at
tention on the potential for improved water,
sanitation and basic hygiene (WaSH) to save mil
lions of lives in the developing world.
‘We want to highlight the staggering reality that
onethird of our planet, an estimated 2.5 billion
people, do not have access to an adequate toilet,’
said National Coordinator of Micah Challenge in
Australia, John Beckett.
Diarrhoea currently kills more children every year
than AIDS, malaria and measles combined. Approx
imately 3,000 children every day die from diseases
related to water and sanitation. The World Health
Organisation estimates that by addressing WASH
we could prevent 28% of all child deaths, saving
two million children’s lives each year.
On current rates of progress, the Millennium De
velopment Goal target to halve the number of peo
ple without access to adequate sanitation will not
be reached until 2026. By contrast, the target for
access to clean water was reached in 2010, ﬁve
years ahead of schedule.
‘Rates of progress on sanitation are simply not
acceptable when we have both the knowledge and
the means to change this situation,’ said Mr Beck

ett. ‘We take toilets
and clean water for
granted but so many
in our world don’t
have that luxury.
Every human being is
Giant toilet seat symbolises
made in the image of
WaSH Campaign.
God, with inherent
dignity. In 2012, no child should miss out on school,
get sick, or even die because of lack of access to
clean water, sanitation and hygiene. We all have a
part to play in ﬁxing this tragic situation.’
Micah Challenge is calling on the Australian Gov
ernment to increase its contribution to ﬁxing the
global WaSH crisis to $500M per year by 2015. This
could provide an extra 8.8 million people with ac
cess to WaSH.
The Give Poverty the Flush campaign encourages
churches, schools and community groups to run
community events with fun and creative action
ideas to help communicate this important message
to our nation’s political leaders. Micah Challenge
has all the resources you need to take action. Visit
www.micahchallenge.org.au/givepovertythe
ﬂush for information, resources and to register your
Give Poverty the Flush event.

WITH CHRIST:
THE Rev John Mallison AOM was called Home sud
denly on 29 March 2012. John was a beloved Chris
tian pastor, mentor, author and teacher, having
taught in 29 countries. He was a trusted counsellor
and mentor, and ﬁrm friend of many.
For 17 years John Mallison was a parish minister,
ﬁrst with the Methodist Church of Australasia and
then with the Uniting Church in Australia. He was

ordained on 6 May 1958. For 23 years, he directed
John Mallison Ministries, equipping Christian lead
ership. John played a major role in maximising the
impact of Christian small groups. He was the 7th
Moderator of the Uniting Church in NSW and was
the original Director of Mentoring for the Australian
Arrow Leadership Program. He wrote 23 books in
cluding Mentoring To Develop Disciples And Leaders
and Postcards On A Journey.

WHO CAN YOU
F O R WA R D `
N E W L I F E TO ?

NEW LIFE BOOKS & ARCHAEOLOGY INC
– Still Going Strong –
Rear of 44 Dublin Road, Ringwood East.
Mon-Sat, 10am-2pm.
Our website: www.newlifebooks.info

How Shall They Read New Life
Without A Computer?

We know that a lot of older people are missing New Life.
Could you take your laptop to family or friends
and help them read New Life from it?
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PERSECUTION WATCH ...

Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani Spends 35th Birthday Behind Bars
THIRTY ﬁve years ago, on the 23rd day of the Far
vardin month of the Persian Calendar (11 April
1977), Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani was born in Iran.
Tiﬀany Barrans, writing for the American Centre
For Law And Justice website ( http://aclj.org ), said,
‘This is the third birthday that Pastor Youcef has
been forced to celebrate behind bars, condemned
to death in Iran for apostasy – becoming a Christian
in a regime governed by Shariah (Islamic law).
‘It is exactly two and a half years of imprison
ment – 913 days illegally held in prison for his faith.’
She went on to say that both the Iranian Consti
tution and the International Declaration of Human
Rights, of which Iran is a signatory, not only forbid
executing someone for their faith but expressly pro
tect religious freedom. Despite these assurances of
religious freedom, Iran continues to imprison Pas
tor Youcef indeﬁnitely for charges related solely to
the exercise of his faith.

‘Today, Chris
tians and support
ers of Pastor Youcef
all around the
world are holding a
fasting and prayer
Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani
vigil for the perse
(Photo via ACLJ website)
cuted pastor to
bring attention to his plight. Just last week, hun
dreds of Christians and supporters of religious lib
erty attended a vigil and march for Pastor Youcef's
release in Hamburg, Germany,’ said Ms Barrans.
‘These are just a few examples of the increasing
international pressure being placed on Iran to re
lease Pastor Youcef. Nations like the United King
dom, Brazil, and many others are directly
demanding that Iran immediately and uncondition
ally release Pastor Youcef.’
– Dan Wooding, Founder, ASSIST Ministries

AlShabaab Is Headed North After Detonating
Two Bombs
AlShabaab is headed to northern Somalia. Some
say they're moving because they're weak. But oth
ers say it's actually to strengthen alQaeda ties and
to grow. The terror group has already detonated
two bombs in April, killing some 20 people. ‘The se
curity situation remains very diﬃcult, so there are
still thousands and thousands of people living in
temporary shelters along the border of Kenya,’ says
Medical Teams International president Bas Van
derzalm. For the last year, Medical Teams has been
sending volunteer teams of doctors and nurses to
help these refugees. ‘Really, it's the only resource
available to most people who are sick.’ As fright
ened Somalis continue to ﬂood into Kenya, they're
able to have needs ﬁnally met. They also catch a
glimpse of hope. ‘It's been a witness and testimony
to the love of God, too, in this very diﬃcult place
where many people may not know Christ. When we
come, that's our mission: demonstrating the love of
Christ to those who are suﬀering.’
Ministry Faces Challenges In India's Madhya
Pradesh State
THE US Commission on International Religious
Freedom placed India on a ‘Watch List’ for 2012.
The report says justice in religious violence cases is
slow and ineﬀective, especially in states with anti
conversion laws. Don Edwards with Grand Rapids,
Michiganbased Mission India, agrees. Two of their
teams were attacked within the last couple of

weeks. First, a Children's Bible Club worker, then a
church pastor. ‘[The pastor] was conducting a wor
ship service, and a group of RSS activists (Hindu
fundamentalists) came in and beat the pastor and
told him that if he returns to that place, they will
harm everybody in the village and kill his family.’
Does the violence stop the Gospel? ‘The pastor
moved to the neighbouring state of Rajasthan.
After about a month, he came back to the same vil
lage and was conducting a worship service.’
South Sudan's Christians Caught In Limbo
APRIL 8 held the kind of ﬁnality of a death sen
tence for many Christians in Sudan. It was the dead
line for Christians from South Sudan to either leave
or be stripped of their rights. Since the South se
ceded from the North last July, the Khartoum gov
ernment began registering Southern Sudanese as
foreigners. Carl Moeller with Open Doors USA says
many believers are in limbo. ‘There's been no
process, no clarity, so it has put Christians in an ex
tremely precarious place because at any moment,
the government could begin to act in very aggres
sive ways towards this group and claim this dead
line as a pretext.’ What does the future hold for the
Church of Sudan and South Sudan? Chaos means
it's hard to lay down plans for any kind of ministry.
Moeller says while that won't stop the Gospel,
prayer is needed for believers trapped in the situa
tion. ‘This is the Church that has endured great suf
fering and has come through that suﬀering with a
profound faith.’
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GOOD NEWS FROM ABROAD ...

Some Afghan Parliament Members Embrace Christianity
AFGHANISTAN, a country long suﬀering from civil
wars, has not experienced peace for many years.
Ongoing bombings by fundamentalist Muslims
have stolen peace from the lives of Afghanis.
However, according to a story by Mohabat Chris
tian News Agency, the country has recently seen
signs of change. Mohabat News said, ‘Informed
Afghan authorities acknowledge that Christianity
has obtained a special place not only among youth,
but also among various layers in society. (In addi
tion), house churches are growing tremendously.’
Mohabat News said an independent Shi'ite web
site in Iran has quoted a knowledgeable Afghan oﬃ
cial as saying, ‘There is evidence of widespread
Christian propaganda in Afghanistan, and the exis
tence of more than ten churches that operate se
cretly in residential houses has been proven.’
Mohabat News said negative media reports have
been published about American soldiers and organ
izations providing humanitarian aid in Afghanistan.
The objective, Mohabat News says, has been an at
tempt to persuade Afghan rulers and politicians
that the objective of the aid is really to spread the
Christian Gospel.
Cyprus Christian Radio Station Gets OK
To Expand
AFTER years of trying, Kanali7, 98.4 FM can ﬁnally
broadcast the hope of Christ across all of Cyprus.
The radio station is part of AMG International's out
reach. AMG's Paul Jenks says the expansion was a
hardwon ﬁght involving the Cypriot Supreme
Court. Now they can focus on the future. ‘We're
very excited about that as we've changed our an
tennae and transmitters and already are starting to
have new responses from listeners every day. The
plan is to take those transmitters and the antennae
to an even higher elevation in the central part and
eventually to reach 95% of the island.’ Jenks says,
‘Cyprus is strategic. It's a hub nation with Russians,
Turks, Arabs and Israelis. The Gospel has had a huge
impact already. The message that goes out is the
message of hope and redemption and renewal.
These are things that are resonating very well with
people in a secular country in a part of the world
that has had a lot of turmoil.’
CommunityLed Water Projects Transform
Ugandan Communities
LIVING Water International has always felt that
clean water is the basis for better health, economy,
and education. But in a new campaign, they point

At the same time, Mohabat News said, human
rights advocacy groups are concerned that reducing
the power of the US in Afghanistan will result in the
growth of religious based violations and Islamic per
secution of religious minorities, especially Chris
tians. On the other hand, new reports indicate that
the Christian faith is spreading among
Afghanistan's movers and shakers. Some members
of the country's parliament have embraced Christi
anity. Mohabat News said, ‘This clearly indicates
that a reform is taking place in Afghanis' zealous
and traditional beliefs.’
Mohabat News said, ‘Farsi News Service of
AghanTelex, also published a report on the conver
sion of some members of the Afghani Parliament to
Christianity and wrote, “Evangelism and Christian
propaganda is taking place in the country at a high
level, but this is the ﬁrst time that those who call
themselves representatives of the Afghani people
not only have become 'apostates,' but have joined
Christian ministries to evangelise. This time they
want to present their Christian services to Muslim
people through parliament”.’
– Jeremy Reynalds, ASSIST News Service
out water is just the beginning. The campaign fo
cuses on Uganda, where Living Water isn't just dig
ging wells. Paul Darilek says: ‘The way you carry out
this work is as important as doing the work at all.’
Living Water involves the whole community. They
train ‘leaders who involve the church, leaders from
civil society, and local school systems in teaching
hygiene and sanitation courses, and incorporating
that into the social fabric of a community.’ Commu
nities invest their own time and money to partner
with Living Water. They're transforming, and with
the church as the central focus, ‘This transforma
tion in health, economy, and education that results
from water becomes the face of the local church.’
Faith Comes By Hearing Oﬀers Free Easter Story
Download
EASTER sometimes gets overshadowed by other
holidays like Christmas. But the truth is: the ﬁrst
Easter Sunday was the most signiﬁcant day in
human history. This year, Faith Comes By Hearing
wants to help you celebrate the Good News of the
resurrection – and share it with others. Faith Comes
By Hearing is oﬀering a free download of The Easter
Story. It's a full dramatized reading of Mark 15 and
16. Listen with your family. Follow this link:
http://www.MNNonline.org/article/17014
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TO THE HEIGHTS ... AT BELGRAVE (3) ...

Seminars On Social Issues
FIVE onehour long, well attended seminars were
held over the weekend of the Belgrave Heights
Easter Convention, addressing challenges and is
sues relevant to Christians in today’s society:
A Biblical Response To Homosexuality
– Murray Campbell
This was a repeat of the summer seminar due to
popular demand. There was standing room only at
this meeting because of the current controversy in
society.
Dealing With Dawkins – Understanding And
Responding To Modern Atheism – Robert Martin
Robert completed his honours thesis at Moore The
ological College on the New Atheists, so was well
placed to present the seminar and answer
questions. He is also the Director of City Bible
Forum which is leading a coalition of Christian or
ganizations in the Reason For Faith Festival, 1618
April.Robert deﬁned the New Atheism as being
modern, popular and militant in its attack on Chris
tianity. The New Atheists claim that religion is irra
tional, immoral and obscurantist. Indoctrinating
children in religion is a form of child abuse! There
should be no Christian voice in politics and public
policy. They believe the world would be a better
place without religion. They are dogmatic in their
beliefs, refusing to allow their views to be chal
lenged and show little evidence of scholarship con
cerning the Bible.
Christians need to respond with grace, with pa
tience, and live the Christian life that cannot be dis
puted. It is better to debate them on moral issues
rather than science versus faith. The best place to
engage them is on the grounds of the historical
proof of the resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15.
Responding To Islam – What Would Jesus Do? –
Bernie Power
Bernie served for 21 years in four Middle Eastern
countries with Interserve. He is currently MST’s
missiologist. He regularly attends mosques, de
bates with Islamic leaders, evangelizes Muslims and
nurtures new believers. He has seen more Muslims
come to faith in the last ﬁve years in Melbourne
than in his 21 years overseas. There are 340,000
Muslims in Australia – 1.7% of the population, con
centrated in Sydney and Melbourne. But only one
third are practising their religion. One third have
been born in Australia and half are under the age of
14.Worldwide, 80% of refugees are from Islamic
countries. More Muslims have come to faith in

Christ worldwide in the last 40 years than in the
previous 1000. The Federation of Islam in Australia
has a political agenda, but most Muslims have
come to Australia for a better life. Many ﬁnd this
hard to achieve because of the high levels of illiter
acy amongst them as well as unemployment.
Christians can concede, compromise, contextu
alise or confront Muslims but Jesus was not afraid
of people threatening Him with death. He talked
about them publicly and exposed them (John
2.24,25, Luke 13.31,32). We need to be willing to
suﬀer for the Kingdom. Like Jesus, we need to be
able to deal with ideological opposition. He ex
pected it, faced it, challenged those who opposed
Him and spoke out against injustice.
Jesus responded with love to those in need
(Matthew 25.3536). We need to show them the
love of Jesus. Muslims are much more open to spiri
tual discussion than the average Australian. The
Bible says ‘Love your enemies’ but the Koran
teaches: ‘Kill your enemies’. Do we demonstrate
this love?
Building A Caring Community – Ruth Coﬀey
Ruth teaches pastoral care at Moorlands College
and was pastoral coordinator in the International
Church in Geneva. Jesus is our example. Through
His very nature and work He displayed His love for
mankind, dealing with them in a practical way. But
not everyone was healed or helped by the Lord. We
must be aware that we cannot respond to everyone
in need. However, as part of the body of Christ, we
are commanded: ‘Go and do likewise’ (Luke
6.35,36).
After you love and care for a person, the way
opens to tell them of God’s love. All believers have
pastoral responsibility. Some have speciﬁc gifts,
and a few are responsible to oversee the whole.
Pastoral care is listening, praying, encouraging,
sharing practical help, pointing to Jesus, guiding,
teaching, sustaining, reconciling. All people are dif
ferent, with diﬀerent needs. We should look for the
lonely and needy ones after our meetings. Some
people just need a friendly word or visit. Others
need particular care after a crisis. Others may need
longterm help.
The whole church needs to be involved. We must
maintain our relationship with God to be able to
help others .Only then will we truly help them by
leading them in the way of the Lord.
– ‘Mrs D.P.’ (Barbara Prout)
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HERE TO HELP ...

An Evangelist’s Last Convert
(or: A Story You Won’t Find
In The Secular Press)
THETitanic was the greatest ship of its day weighing 46,000 tons. It was considered unsinkable. But on
its maiden voyage, on the night of 14 April 1912 while coursing through the ocean at 22 knots it struck an
iceberg. Because it carried only half as many life jackets as passengers when it sank, 1,513 people
drowned. One passenger, John Harper, was on his way to preach at Moody Church in Chicago. Trying to
stay aﬂoat in the ocean he drifted towards a young man holding onto a plank. Harper asked, ‘Young man
are you saved?’ The man said ‘No’. A wave separated them. After a few minutes they drifted within
speaking distance of each other and again Harper called to him, ‘Have you made your peace with God?’
The young man said ‘Not yet.’
A wave overwhelmed Harper, but the words ‘are you saved?’ kept ringing in the young man's ears. Two
weeks later a youth stood up in a Christian Endeavour meeting in New York, told his story and said, ‘I am
John Harper's last convert.’ At the time of the sinking of theTitanic, John Harper was minister of what is
now The Harper Memorial Baptist Church in Glasgow, Scotland.

Have YOU visited
our website?
Just GOOGLE New Life

The Highbury Centre, London, UK
96three Todayʼs Christian Music
And Inspiring Talk
www.96three.com.au
Phone: 03 5241 6550
Email: listen@96three.com.au

Ramon A Williams
– Worldwide Photos –
WANT TO SEE MORE?
‘New Life’ can only publish a small selection
of photos, but you can see more of those
attributed to Worldwide Photos by going to:
http://community.webshots.com/user/ramon
_williams
e-mail: rlgmedia@ozemail.com.au

Christian guesthouse on quiet
private road with transport nearby.
Discount for f/t Christian workers.
Email: enquiries@thehighburycentre.org
Website:
www.thehighburycentre.org

PASTORAL LEADER WANTED
The Melbourne Chinese Bible Church (MCBC) is located in the
West of Melbourne. It is an independent church with over
100 Cantonese & English-speaking members.
MCBC is currently seeking a Full-time Pastoral Leader.
Essential requirements include: a genuine commitment to the
Evangelical Faith, a minimum tertiary degree in Theology or
Ministry, with fluency in both Cantonese and English.
Experience in counselling, training and Mandarin speaking would
be advantageous.
For Job Descriptions & our church profile, please email
Charlie Huynh, Pastoral Search Co-ordinator,
ckvhuynh@optusnet.com.au
Application closes 15 May 2012.
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BOOKS WORTH READING ...

SERVING GOD’S WORDS: WINDOWS ON PREACHING AND MINISTRY
Ed Paul A. Barker, Richard J. Condie and Andrew S. Malone, Nottingham: IVP, 2011
THIS is a Festschrift written to honour Dr Peter
study. He also stresses that all
Adam, recently retired Principal of Ridley College,
reading should engage one’s
Melbourne, on the occasion of his 65th birthday. It
critical faculties and one’s
is highly appropriate that the essays included focus heart. Graham Cole explores
on the themes of God’s Word and the preaching of
the nexus between what God
the Word, the twin passions of Peter’s long and
has done (Gospel) and what we in response are to
fruitful ministry in England and Australia.
do (ethics), with his point being that ‘the evangeli
Richard Condie, Peter’s successor as Vicar of St
cal and the ethical need each other’ (p.141). Arch
Jude’s Carlton, makes a case for bringing the Ten
bishop Peter Jensen handles the hot potato of
Commandments back into the life of the church, to whether natural disasters (like the ‘Black Saturday’
gether with many helpful suggestions about how
bushﬁres in Victoria) are judgments of God, show
they may be preached today. Paul Barker writes on ing what can and should not be said in a truly bibli
Moses as a preacher. Moses set the pattern for all
cal response to such a situation. In doing so, he
later preaching by the prophets. According to
provides a model for ministers who have to preach
Barker, Moses’ use of earlier Pentateuchal texts and on the Sunday following a notable tragedy involv
his sermonic rhetoric provide the contemporary
ing heavy loss of life.
preacher with an example of eﬀective preaching.
Mike Raiter explores the concept of ‘preaching
David Peterson looks at prophetic preaching in Acts with unction’, or what he calls ‘the holy hush’. While
as a model of pertinent application of Old Testa
he by no means denies the experience (he has had
ment texts to the situation of diﬀerent hearers. A
one himself), he properly warns against formulas
lack of application is a weakness in much contem
that are supposed to produce it and against making
porary expository preaching, which too often
what is an unusual experience the expected and de
sounds like a lecture or Bible study.
manded norm for preaching. To do that will only
David Jackman uses 1 Corinthians as a window
lead to frustration, recriminations and a false sense
into the pastoral methods of Paul, who sought to
of guilt by faithful preachers who see little fruit for
train believers in godliness. Jackman argues that we their eﬀorts.
are not to be content to just train them how to give
Gerald Bray shows the continued usefulness of
a Gospel presentation, for why should unbelievers
the Anglican homilies for the modern preacher, for
listen if the lives of Christians are little diﬀerent
they expound the doctrines at the heart of the Ref
from their own? Along the same lines, Allan Chap
ormation and apply them to the lives of believers.
ple mines Paul’s First Letter To The Thessalonians
They also remind us of the need for discipline in the
for what it tells of the apostle’s ministry of the
Christian life. Lastly, Vaughan Roberts reveals what
Word, and both Jackman and Chapple show the
we can learn from the example of Charles Simeon, a
continuing relevance of the Gospel to ethics, for it is minister with whom Peter Adam shares a number
not just the unbelieving world that needs to hear
of characteristics, being an Anglican bachelor de
and respond to the Gospel! From 1 Timothy, William voted to preaching expository sermons and one
Taylor demonstrates that Paul’s aim was to produce who has had a great inﬂuence on a younger genera
a congregation mature and ﬁt for ministry (‘how
tion of preachers.
you ought to behave in the household of God’), with
The volume closes with a short biography of
the result that its corporate life is proof of the truth Peter, written by Richard Condie, and a bibliogra
and power of the Gospel.
phy of Peter’s major publications. Here, then, is a
Don Carson gives helpful advice to ministers
collection of essays that are sure to encourage and
about reading, studying and enjoying the Bible, not assist others to live a life serving God’s Word.
just using it to prepare this week’s sermon or Bible
– Greg Goswell

How Shall They Read New Life
Without A Computer?

We know that a lot of older people are missing New Life.
Could you take your laptop to family or friends and help them read New Life from it?
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